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 Hastings Fire Service Level 3 Line Rescue Procedure 
 
 
1. Introduction 

 
This procedure is to be implemented for the helicopter transportation of Level 3 
Line Rescue equipment and fire service personnel to remote areas in the 
Eastland Region of the North Island. 

 
2. Photo of Level 3 Line Rescue Equipment 
 

 
Level 3 Line Rescue Equipment 

 
 

3. Equipment List 
 

The Level 3 Line Rescue equipment consists of the following four items; 
  

• Sledge hammer, & 2 steel anchor points (10Kg) 
• Red equipment bag (14Kg) 
• Black equipment bag (14Kg) 
• Orange equipment bag (16 Kg) 
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4. Dispatch 
 

The call to initiate a Level 3 Line Rescue response will be made by the Fire Service 
via the Emergency Ambulance Communication Centre (Central Comms) who will 
page the rescue helicopter crew.  Hastings Fire Service personnel and Level 3 Line 
Rescue equipment will proceed to the rescue helicopter base.    

 
5. Aircraft 
 

The BK117 helicopter, Air 1 Hastings (IBK) is to be utilized in the first instance, 
however if it is already responding to the same incident with a medical team, or 
away on another task and unavailable the Squirrel, Air 2 Hastings (HFZ) should be 
used.  
 

6. Crewing 
 
Along with the pilot and crewmen, 3 firemen in full level 2 gear will crew the 
helicopter.   
 
Please note that with Air 1 Hastings a crewman can be taken, but not with Air 2 
Hastings.  
     

 
7. BK117 Equipment Location in Aircraft 
  

• Secure all equipment in rear cabin.   
 

 

 
     

BK117 rear cabin 
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8. Squirrel Equipment Location in Aircraft 
  

• Remove all medical equipment from side lockers and rear locker.   
 

• Place the black bag, sledge hammer and two steel anchor points in the left 
hand side locker.. 

 
 

     
 
     Squirrel side locker storage                           Squirrel rear locker storage 
 

9. Typical Weight & Balance Air 1 Hastings (BK117) 
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9. Typical Weight & Balance Air 2 Hastings (Squirrel)  

 

 


